>4 


FRIEKDS  OF  THE  SOVIET  UNION 

NATIONAL  GQMITTEE 

33,  Ormond  Yard, 
LONDON,  W.C.  1. 

September  1933. 

DEMOCRACY  AND  DICTATORSHIP  IN  THE  U.S.S.R. 


1,  A  doonment  entitled  "Dictatorships  and  the  Trade  Union 
Movement"  which  was  adopted  by  the  Trades  Union  Congress  at 
Brighton  makes  it  essential  for  all  workers  and  friends  of  the 
soviet  Union  to  examine  afresh  their  attitude  towards  the  system 
of  government  established  in  Russia  by  the  Socialist  Revolution 
of  November  1917*  This  is  all  the  more  important  because  the 
capitalist  press  has  given  widespread  publicity  to  the  misleading 
and  even  slanderous  references  in  the  document  to  the  Union  of 
Soviet  Socialist  Republics,  while  the  document  itself  provides 
for  a  national  campaign  on  the  questions  it  raises  during  the 
coming  months. 

2,  The  document  is  of  exceptional  importance  because  it  is  the 
first;  occasion  on  which  the  official  trade  union  movement  in  Gt. 
Britain  has  launched  a  deliberate  attack  upon  the  U.S.S.R*,  com¬ 
paring  it  with  Fascist  Italy  and  Nazi  Germany,  It  is  well  known 
that  the  comparative-  moderation  of  the  references  to  the  Soviet 
Union  is  due  mainly  to  the .desire  not  to  embarass  the  Labour  Party 

’  in  its  campaigns,  but  that  many  leading  members  of  the  General 
Council  are  still  more  bitterly  hostile  to  the  U.S.S.R.  than  could 
be  concluded  from  the  document.  On  the  other  hand,  there  are 
still  very  many  influential  persons  in  the  leadership  of  the  trade 
unions  who  are  sympathetic  to  the  U.S.S.R.,  and  there  is  still 
ample  opportunity  to  spread  the  truth  and  combat  the  untrue 
statements  and  suggestions  in  the  document. 

3,  The  document  admits  that  the  aim  of  the  dictatorship  of  the 
working  class  in  the  U.S.S.R.  is  "essentially  different"  from  that 
of  the  capitalists,  as  expressed  in  Fascism.  But  it  asserts  that 
the  principles  and  methods  adopted  in  the  Soviet  Union  are  the  same 
as  those  of  Fascist  Italy  and  Nazi  Germany.  And  it  covers  up  the 
crying  contradiction  between  these  statements  by  speaking  of  the 
U.S.S.R.  as  "the  dictatorship  of  the  Lef t"  ■;* .  contrasted 
v/ith  the  Fascist  "dictatorship  of  the  Right.'" 

4,  Considerable  confusion  exists,  and  is  skilfully  made  use  of 
by  enemies  of  the  Soviet  Union,  in  connection  with  the  word 
"dictatorship".  Historical  experience  of  various  dictatorships 
at  various  stages  of  the  development  of  society  has  led  to  the 
commonly -held  view  that  dictatorship  means  the  violent  seizure 

of  power  and  suppression  of  all  opponents  by  an  armed  force  direct¬ 
ed  ^  a  single  person,  or  by  a  small  oligarchy.  IJlr  m  Citrine  made 
use  of ~ this  view  in  his  closing  speech  at  the  Trades  Union  Congress 
on  the  document  under  consideration.  In  reality,  this  definition 
is  entirely  out  of  place  as  applied  to  the  dictatorship  of  the 
proletariat  established  in  the  U.S.S.R.,  which  is  a  kind  of 
dictatorship  never  previously  known  in  history  (with  the  single 
exception  of  the  famous  Paris  Commune  of  1871). 

5,  VHiat  is  the  aim  of  the  dictatorship  of  the  proletariat  in  the 
U.S.S.R^?  To  suppress  the  hostile  class  of  capitalists  and  land¬ 
lords,  and  beat  off  their  attacks  from  outside,  as  the  essential 
condition  for  tie  workers  and  peasants  -  the  vast  majority  of  the 
people  -  building  up  a  new  social  order  where  all  will  be  workers 
and  no  class  divisions  will  exist. 
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6.  This  aim  involves  a  me thod  which  has  never  before  been 
pracfised  in  the  history  of  the  world,  namely,  mass  participation 
of  the  people  in  the  v/ork  of  p’overnment;  or,  as  it  might  be  put, 
’'effective  political  and  economic  democracy  for  the  workers  and 
peasants.”  ■  Control  of  working  conditions  through  elected  works 
committees,  control  of  social  insurance  and  factory  inspectors, 
and  of.  the  appointment  of  factory  managers,  through  the  trade 
Unions:  trade  union  organisation  of  tho  police  force  (militia), 

and  fraternisation  of  the  workers  and  the  Red  Army:  control  of 
the  State  thr3)Ugh  v/orkers  ’  and  peasants’  councils  (Soviets),  elect¬ 
ed  from  the  place  of  employment,  with  millions  of  rnenibers  and 
voluntary  v/orkors  who  can  be  recalled  at  any  moment  by  the  elechors: 
effective  .  economic  equality  for  men  and  v/omen:  '  State  encouragement 
of  the  rol’mation  of  self-governing  co-operative  (’’collective”) 
farms  by  the  peasantry,  enabling  them  to  climb  out  of  the  constant 
misery  and  isolation  caused  by  individualist  ’one-horse’  farming  - 
these'  are  the  outstanding  examples  of  this  unprecedented  method 
pursued  by  the  Soviet  Union,  in  strict  keeping  with  its  aim. 


7.  very  little  reflection  is  required  to  perceive  that  it  could 
not  bo  otherwise.  The  only  pos-sible  means  of  successfully  combatting 
the  tremendous  pov/er  of  international  capitalism,  and  of  doing  away 
with  class  distinctions  inherited  from  past  ages,  was  to  draw  the 
mass  of  the  people  themselves  actively  into  the  work  of  management 
and  government.  The  dictatorship  of  the  proletariat  in  the  U.S.S.R. 
has-  involved  suppression  and  violence  only  against  the  landlords 

and  capitalists  and  their  agents  (who  may  be  likened  to  strike¬ 
breakers  in  an  industrial  dispute).  As  regards  the  vast  majority 
of  the  people,  it  has  involved  on  the  contrary  the  utmost  democracy 
and  freedom  -  not  only  within  the  working  class  itself,  but  in  its 
leadership  of  _the  peasantry. 

8.  Attention  should  be  drawn  at  this  point  to  the  striking  state¬ 
ment  m.ade  in  the  course  of  the  debate  at  the  T.U.C.  by  Mr. John  . 
dagger.  President  of  the  National  Union  of  Distributive  and  Allied 
Y/orkers,  who  has  recently  visited  the  U.S.S.R.  a  second  time,  and 
who  is  not  a  member  of  the  F„S.U.  He  declared*  ”ln  Russia  they  are 
very,  very  rapidly  approaching  to  the  purest  democracy  the  world 

has  ever  known.”  This  is  the  reply  to  the  false  distinction  drav/n  by 
tho  document  in  the  assertion  that  the  principles  of  the  Russian 
Reiroiution  ’’found  expression,  not  in  the  form  of  political  demo¬ 
cracy,  but  in  the  constitution  of  the  Union  of  Soviet  Socialist 
Republics.”  Actually  that  constitution  represents  the  most  advanced 
democracy  yet  known,  since  it  v/ipss  out  rule  by  a  small  .minority 
of  exploiters  in  favour  of  self-government  by  the  toiling  majority. 


9*.  It  is  not  necessary,  after  the  foregoing,  to  refute  , 
in  detail  the  false  suggestion  of  the  document  that  in  the  U.S.S.R. 
there  exists  a  "Communist  dictatorship”,  and  the  outrageous  assertion 
that,  in  tho  U.S.S.R.,  "scientists,  educationalists,  historians,  lit-- 
ary  people-,  have  found  it  impossible  to  exercize  freedom  of  express¬ 
ion.”,  just  as  in  Fascist  Italy  or  Nazi  Germany.  Hundreds  of  even 
middle-class  observers  have,  on  the  contrary,  placed  on  record  that 
nowhere  else  in  the  world  is  there  such  individual  scope,,  opport¬ 
unity  for  independent  work,  and  generous  public  encouragement , 'for 
precisely  these  types  of  brain-worker. 


10.  That  the  Trades  Union  Congress  should  have  been  induced 
to  link  up  the  Union  of  Soviet  Socialist  Repbulics  in  any  v/ay  with 
the  Fascist  rule  prevailing  in  Germany  and  Italy  is  indeed  a  blot 
on  the  good  name  of  British  organised  labour.  Yfhat  is  the  aim  of 
Fascist  rule?  To  perpetuate  the  domination  of  the  capitalist 
class,  at  a  time  when  it  is  in  deadly  danger  from  the  revolt  of 
the  workers  and  peasants.  YJhat  accordingly  is  the  Fascist  method? 
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It  is  to  oonoGntrate  all  political  power  in  the  hands  of  a 
terrorist  oligarchy  (acting  on  behalf  of  the  big  banks,,  manufactur¬ 
ers  and  landlords),  to  delude  the  most  ignorant  section  of  the 
lower' middle  class,  peasantry  and  workers  into  following  them  by 
a  propaganda  of  violent  nationalism  and  radical  promises,  and  to 
destroy  completely  the  organised  labour  movement  by  unrestrained 
violence.  Thus  the  aim  and  method  of  Fascism  is  to  ensure  the 
continued  oppression  and  exploitation  of  the  majority  by  the 
capitalist  minority.  It  is  thus  the  very  opposite  of  the  Soviet 
system  of  the  U.S.S.R* 

11.  This  is  amply  proved  by  the  experience  of  Fascism  in  Italy  and 
Germany.  Trade  unions  and  co-operative  societies  suppressed,  their 
property  destroyed,  their  funds  confiscated;  the  workers*  clubs, 
halls,  libraries,  sacked  and  burnt;  the  workers'  newspapers  and 
public  meetings  prohibited;  wages,  hours,  insurance,  compensation, 
all  placed  at  the  mercy  of  the  employers;  women  denied  economic  and 
political  rights,  and  told  to  confine  their  activities  to  the 
kitchen,  the  washtub  and  the  bedroom;  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
active  workers  dismissed  without  unemployment  benefit,  and  their 
places  taken  by  Black  Shirt  or  Brown  Shirt  hooligans  and  liclp- 
spittles;  scores  of  thousands  of  Socialists,  Communists,  trade 
union  officials,  M.P.s,  councillors,  murdered,  tortured  to  insanity, 
maimed,  exiled  or  flung  into  concentration  camps  -  these  are  the 
outstanding  examples  of  the  method  adopted  by  Fascism,  in  Italy  and 
Germany  in  pursuance  of  its  essential  aim,  and  threatened  by  the 


12.  The  national  Conmiittee  does  not  for  a  single  moment  believe 
that  the  mass  of  the  British  workers  would  agree  in  drawing  a 
parallel  (as  the  T.U'.C.  document  does)  between  this  system  of 
bloody  terrorism  against  the  v/orkers ,  and  the  system  of  workers* 
and  peasants*  rule  prevailing  in  the  UoS,.S,R«  It  is  all  the 
more  essential  for  every  right-thinking  man  and  woman  to  join  with 
us  in  exposing  the  dangerous  deceptions  contained  in  the  T.U.C. 
document,  and  in  spreading  the  truth  about  the  Soviet  Union. 


NOTE.-  The  Friends  of  the  Soviet  Union  is  a 
democratically-controlled  organisation,  at  present 
n-umbering  about  7,000  paying  members  in  'upwards  of 
170  branches,  apart  from  affiliated  bodies  c-  The 
illustrated  monthly  journal  of  the  F,S.Uo,  ‘^Russia 
To-day*’,  has  a  circulation  this  month  of  55., 000# 
Both  the  F.S.U#  and  ’’Russia  To-day”  are  entirely 
self-supporting«  Further  particulars  can  be  had 
from  the  National  Committee ^  33,  Ormond  Yard, 
London,  Wo  c/lo 
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